Antlered or Antlerless?

Hunters are sometimes confused about whether a deer they killed should be tagged with
an either sex tag (commonly called a“buck tag”) or an antlerless only deer tag.This confusion
often occurs when the antler is barely visible or the pedicels are visible.

Shed Bucksareoften harvested latein the season.
Thesearebucksthat have dropped their antlers
and only thepedicel or bony baseisleft onthe
skull andisusually flush with the hairline. A shed

Antlered bucksare defined asdeer with
antlersvisibleabovethehairline. If theantler

isbreaking the skin and protruding abovethe hairlinethe buck isan antlerlessdeer and istagged with an
deer isconsidered an antlered deer and must betagged with either-sex deer tag or an antlerless deer tag.
an either sex deer tag.

Button bucksor malefawnswill have bumpsor

knobs, known asthe pedicels, wherethe antlerswill
grow but the bumps or knobsdo not break the skin or
protrude abovetheskin. The skiniscovering theentire
pedicel. Theselook like buttons on the deer’shead
thustheterm button bucks. Button bucksare consid-
ered antlerless deer and aretagged with an either-sex
deer tag or an antlerlessdeer tag.
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Shenandoah County
If ahunter killstwo antlered bucksin Shenandoah County, at least one of the bucksmust haveat least 4
antler points, 1inch or longer, on oneside.

Fairystoneand Featherfin WM As
OntheQuality Deer Management Areaof the Fairystone WM A and FeatherfinWM A alegal buck isadeer

with at least 4 antler points, 1inch or longer, on either theright or left antler. Gillustrations by Spike Knuth
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