
Regulation 4VAC15-350.  
Fish: Gigs, Grab Hooks, Trotlines, Snares, Etc. 

 
Section 4VAC15-350-70. Taking common carp, northern snakehead,  

bowfin, catfish, and gar with bow and arrow or crossbow. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The proposals are to remove longnose gar and bowfin from and to add grass carp to the list of 
species that can be taken in unlimited numbers with bow and arrow or crossbow, under certain 
circumstances, and to establish creel limits for longnose gar and bowfin. 
 
PROPOSED LANGUAGE OF AMENDMENT:   
 
4VAC15-350-70. Fish: Gigs, Grab Hooks, Trotlines, Snares, Etc. Taking common carp, 
grass carp, northern snakehead, bowfin, catfish, and gar with bow and arrow or crossbow. 
 
A. Season. Except as otherwise provided by local legislation or as posted, it shall be lawful to 
take common carp, northern snakehead, and gar from the public inland waters of the 
Commonwealth, grass carp from public inland waters of the Commonwealth except department-
owned or department-controlled lakes, and bowfin and catfish from below the fall line in tidal 
rivers of the Chesapeake Bay, except waters stocked with trout, by means of bow and arrow or 
crossbow.  
 
B. Poison arrows or explosive-head arrows prohibited. It shall be unlawful to use poison arrows 
or arrows with explosive heads at any time for the purpose of taking common carp, grass carp, 
northern snakehead, bowfin, catfish, or gar in the public inland waters of the Commonwealth.  
 
C. Fishing license required. All persons taking fish in the manner mentioned in this section shall 
be required to have a regular fishing license.  
 
D. Creel limits. Common carp, grass carp, northern snakehead, bowfin, and catfish, and gar – 
unlimited, provided that any angler taking northern snakehead immediately kill such fish and 
notify the department, as soon as practicable, of such actions and provided that any angler taking 
grass carp ensure that harvested fish are dead. The creel limit for bowfin and longnose gar shall 
be five fish per day.
  
RATIONALE: 
 
Creel limits for longnose gar and bowfin:  Both longnose gar and bowfin are long-lived, slow-
maturing species with low recruitment rates.  They are also a popular target of bowfishermen, 
who rely on targeting fish that are near the surface.  Gar and bowfin are possibly more vulnerable 
to bow fishing because they gulp air from the surface in waters lacking sufficient oxygen; they 
are often found resting or waiting motionless near the surface waiting for prey; and they feed at 
night during the same time bow fishers are most active.  Hook-and-line anglers may also attempt 
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to remove large numbers of gar and bowfin because of a perception that these species negatively 
impact gamefish populations.  However, there is no evidence to support this claim. In fact, both 
species are integral components of their aquatic environments.  Most unlimited possession 
species are introduced (e.g., common carp) or occur in large numbers with short life spans and 
high recruitment rates (e.g., gizzard shad).  Neither of these conditions is true for longnose gar or 
bowfin.  The proposed daily creel limits for these species will protect these important 
populations.  To fully effect this proposed change, additional language changes are also needed 
to 4VAC15-320-25 and 4VAC15-360-10. 
 
Addition of grass carp:  Grass carp are actively stocked by the VDGIF in department-owned or 
department-controlled lakes in order to control aquatic vegetation.  However, in some systems, 
grass carp may move out of an impounded section and into the free flowing section of a river 
where they may have a negative impact on desired aquatic vegetation.  Currently, anglers 
(including bow anglers) are not permitted to harvest grass carp from any waters of the 
Commonwealth or to have grass carp in their possession without a permit.  Allowing anglers to 
harvest grass carp from waters where grass carp are not actively stocked or desired by the 
VDGIF will help to control this species in waters where they may have a negative impact on 
desired aquatic vegetation. 
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